
 

February 2, 2021 

  

Honorable Antony Blinken 

Secretary of State of the United States 

c/o Ms. Astride Dorelien 
Foreign Affairs Officer,Haiti Desk 

 
Subject: Urgent US Intervention Requested: Bloodshed in Haiti 

 

Dear Honorable Blinken: 

 

The National Haitian American Elected Officials Network (NHAEON) is an 

organization of Haitian-American elected officials that was founded in 2009 in 

Washington D.C. Our group has grown from less than twenty (20) members to 

a membership of 150 which spans several states. Our ranks include elected 

officials from local school districts, State Attorneys General, and state 

Supreme Court Justices. Our growth and diversity of posts that we occupy 

reflect the intensity of our civic engagement. 

 

As American elected officials, we are engaged in the service of our American 

constituents and of this nation. Additionally, as Haitian-Americans, our families 

are impacted in a variety of ways by what happens in Haiti. We certainly 

applaud and appreciate the expressed sensitivity of the Biden-Harris 

Administration and several American elected officials who support the well-

being of the Haitian Diaspora, people of Haiti, and the protection of democratic 

stability in Haiti.    

 

With a sense of urgency, we are engaging your assistance in negotiating a 

peaceful resolution to a heightening conflict in Haiti before it reaches a 

dangerous climax. It is imperative that we impress upon you the seriousness 

of the current events in Haiti. Currently, there is a scorched-earth campaign 

that has already been unleashed in Haiti and in the Diaspora to force President 

Moise to leave office on February 7, 2021. Colliding with this campaign is the 

sworn position of President Moise and his administration to remain in office 

until February 7, 2022.   

Under Article 134.2 of the Haitian Constitution (Amended): 

 

“The presidential election takes place on 

the last Sunday of October of the fifth 

year of the presidential mandate.• 

 



 2 

The president elected enters into his 

functions on 7 February following the 

date of his election. In the case where the 

ballot cannot take place before 7 

February, the president elected enters 

into his functions immediately after the 

validation of the ballot and his mandate is 

considered to have commenced on 7 

February of the year of the election.” 

 

The basis of this recent conflict appears to be over the term limit of the current 

administration. This conflict has escalated to violence that is barely controlled. 

We strongly encourage the Biden-Harris Administration to conduct an 

emergency assessment and apply appropriate diplomatic measures to help 

de-escalate the situation. Violence in Haiti has a direct impact on the health 

and safety of many Haitians throughout the United States who are currently 

reeling from the disparate impact of COVID-19. 

 

There is no disagreement that President Moise was sworn into office on 

February 7, 2017. President Moise argues that his term should end on 

February 7, 2022. He explains that the presidential election to replace his 

predecessor, President Michel Martelly, was conducted twice. The first election 

was held in September 2015, in which President Moise was declared the 

winner. Thereafter, that election was nullified based on alleged fraud. He never 

took office the following year in 2016. Instead, the Haitian Senate elected 

Jocelerme Privert as President on an interim basis to govern the nation and to 

conduct a new election. President Privert held the interim position from 

February 14, 2016 to February 7, 2017. The second election was held on 

November 27, 2016 when Jovenel Moise won again and was sworn into office 

on February 7, 2017. 

 

Opponents of President Moise agree that he was sworn into office on February 

7, 2017. Although the first election was nullified and he could not serve as 

president of Haiti, opponents argue that his five-year allowable term began on 

February 7, 2016 following the elections of September-October 2015. They 

also argue that although President Jocelerm Privert occupied the post of 

president of Haiti in the interim, he served a year of President Moise’s five-year 

term. Therefore, the opponents concluded, President Moise’s term absolutely 

terminates on February 7, 2021.    

 

A mass number of people have been discontented with President Moise 

throughout his term in office. Together, with the opposition leaders, they are 

ready to wage a scorched-earth campaign to force President Moise out of office 

by any means necessary.   
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Some have called for shutting down the country as has already happened for 

several months in 2018 and 2019. Many businesses were burned 

down. Violence ran amuck. People could not leave their homes to conduct 

ordinary business. Schools shut down. Many members of the Legislature 

literally destroyed the main parliamentary assembly hall by dismantling 

furniture and barring the President’s team from advancing a proposed Prime 

Minister so that the country could function. In a matter of days, the calamity 

will be worse, and it will spill over beyond the borders of Haiti. This clash 

may engender another immigration crisis.  

 

NHAEON is calling for the Biden-Harris Administration and responsible 

legislators to help prevent the pending bloodbath through negotiations to 

achieve a peaceful resolution to the conflict in Haiti. Talks should begin 

immediately between President Moise and his opponents. The American 

Ambassador knows the leaders of the opposing side. If talks are not urgently 

held to de-escalate the conflict, the Biden-Harris Administration and the 

American Legislature are going to be forced to make expedient decisions and 

choose whether to support President Moise or deem him as illegally 

withholding power.  

Now is the time to get involved and to help negotiate a peaceful transition to 

determine the next steps. We implore you to initiate an alternative dispute 

resolution process with the leaders in Haiti as soon as possible. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

Dr. Alix Desulme, Chairman  
National Haitian-American Elected Officials Network (NHAEON) 
 
 
cc: Honorable Nancy Pelosi 
       Honorable Gregory Meeks 
       Honorable Andy Levin 
       Honorable Albio Sires 
       Congressional Black Caucus  
       NHAEON Members 
       Karine Jean-Pierre, White House Deputy Press Secretary    
 


